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Some of the Advantages and Fallacies of Urinary Examinations.—• 

Savidge (Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, December 21, 1905) 
says that in almost all patients over forty who put the tension of con¬ 
centration on their vasomotor system, faint traces of albumin can be 
found if the urine is examined often enough. This is especially notice¬ 
able with those who have overdeveloped venous calibres, whereby the 
extra capacity of the veins keeps an undue share of the whole volume 
of the blood in the veins as sewerage blood. 

Certain forms of therapeutics can vary the specific gravity of blood; 
the output of urea can compass the solution of crystals which, like 
pepper in the eye, must irritate the delicate kidney substance and 
point to sure future trouble; and in these relaxed venous cases can 
even remove albumin by enhancing the tonicity of the veins. 

Having thus seen the relation between arterial tension by repeated 
laboratory use; between venous tonicity and albumin; between specific 
gravity and the appearance and disappearance of haemoglobin; the 
following conviction has grown: varying these conditions will vary 
the laboratory findings; and the conditions may exist and be perfectly 
observable some time before the laboratory will give any finding. 
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Serum Therapy in Scarlet Fever. —W. K. Metchnikoff reports upon 
thirty patients treated by means of serum. In ten Moser’s serum was 
employed and in twenty a serum was used that had been prenared by 
Professor Sawtscheuko, in the laboratory of the University in K’asan, at 
the children’s clinic of which the treatment was carried out. All types 
of the disease were in the series and there was but one death, recovery 
without permanent complications occurring in the other instances. In 
the severe forms injections of six ounces or slightly more were given and 
were well borne, the pain at the site of injection seldom lasting longer 
than twenty-four hours. The influence of the treatment upon the course 
of the disease was most favorable, the temperature became lower, the 
pulse stronger, and the respiration slower; after from twelve to twenty- 
four hours the nervous symptoms would become less marked and the 
throat manifestations ameliorated. The serum, while it did not seem 
to prevent complications, rendered their course mild and favorable. 
Albuminuria was noted in four of the patients treated by Moser’s serum, 
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while more of those who received the other serum exhibited nephritis. 
No glandular suppurations nor complicating otitis occurred. The most 
constant sequel of the injections was an urticarial or a morbilliform 
rash which lasted at most but two weeks and was sometimes accompanied 
by slight rise in temperature. (Edema of the face and arm was observed 
in two instances. Glandular enlargements were rare and evanescent 
and joint pains were seldom noted. As indications for the repeated use 
of the scrum the author gives continuation of high temperature, small 
and rapid pulse, and poor general condition.— Wiener klinisch- 
therapeutische Wochenschrijt, 1905, Nos. 4!) and 50, pp. 1223 and 
1253. 


Treatment of Leukaemia. — O. F. F. Grunbaum states that during 
the past three years leukaemia has been treated by the x-rays, the light 
being applied to the ends of the long bones and over the spleen. The 
treatment seems to have been empirical, but since it has been apparently 
successful in a number of cases, Helber and Linser have investigated 
the effect of the x-rays upon the blood of healthy animals. They 
found that the leukocytes in the blood of rats were destroyed by an 
exposure of five to ten hours. In larger animals the effect was slower. 
The lymphocytes suffer most while the red cells, blood plaques, and 
haemoglobin arc insignificantly affected. The usual x-ray treatment 
of leukaemia consists in an exposure of ten to twenty minutes on alter¬ 
nate days; seldom are any unpleasant symptoms caused and the improve¬ 
ment, especially at the beginning, is often striking, the increase in 
haemoglobin being rapid and the diminution in the leukocytes most 
satisfactory. The white cell count, conducted just after exposure, will, 
at the beginning of treatment, result in an estimate higher than the 
average throughout the day and in one below the average after treatment 
has been continued for some time. With the improvement in the blood 
there is often diminution in the size of the spleen, which is said to be 
less in chronic than in recent cases. Even those patients in whom the 
blood becomes practically normal are liable to relapse, and none, so far, 
has remained well for a sufficiently long time to be considered cured. 
Dock asserts that no stronger claim can be made for the x-rays than 
for arsenic. The author has observed two patients who failed to improve 
under the x-rays, and who reacted well to arsenic.— The Practitioner, 
1905, No. 450, p. 767. 

Epilepsy and Dechloridation. — Ch. Mirai.lie considers that this 
form of treatment is a great advance in the therapeutics of epilepsy. 
He concludes a large number of observations with the following resume: 
The diet with diminished chlorides in depriving the nerve cells of 
sodium chloride renders them more susceptible to excitants and increases 
their susceptibility to sedatives. In the face of these facts it is necessary 
to guard all patients undergoing this treatment from exciting influences. 
This form of diet is an excellent adjuvant to the bromide treatment, 
since when it is instituted we can, in many cases, obtain results with 
small doses of bromides equivalent to those obtained with large doses 
in connection with ordinary diet. Frequently epileptics seem to have 
a particular appetite for salt; it is principally in such that this type of 
treatment yields best results. An absolute milk diet is the great aid 
in accustoming the patients to the regimen from which salt is omitted.— 
Gazette medicals de Nantes, 1905, No. 41, p. 809. 
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Guaiacol in Renal Tuberculosis. —M. Schuller reports two patients 
whose urine contained tubercle bacilli, and whom he has treated, 
with excellent results. He gives the drug internally, in doses of 12 to 
20 drops, five or six times a day in one-half to one glass of boiled water, 
and at the same time injects a mixture of guaiacol and iodoform subcu¬ 
taneously. The internal administration of the drug is continued for 
a considerable number of months. One of the patients reported was 
a man with tuberculous orchitis, and the other a child, of three and one- 
half years, with coxalgia and renal tuberculosis. The guaiacol-iodo- 
form mixture was injected into the hip and at the same time guaiacol 
was given internally. A year after the beginning of the treatment 
the hip lesion had cleared up, the patient had gained twenty pounds, 
and was in excellent health. The urine contained no tubercle bacilli, 
and the patient was considered cured. After eight years of experience 
with this form of treatment the author has noted no resulting disturb¬ 
ance of the urinary apparatus .—La Semaine medicate, 1905, No. 41, 
p. 491. 

The Diet Lacking in Chlorides in Infantile Nephritis. —G. Araoz Alfaro 
in a paper based upon the results obtained in a number of cases concludes 
that in children affected with acute nephritis or with acute exacerbations 
of chronic nephritis the elimination of sodium chloride by the kidneys 
is more or less disturbed, and if this substance is not excreted by other 
organs a condition of retention results. The retained salt is prone to 
cause an interstitial oedema and effusions into the serous cavities. The 
re-establishment of chloride elimination through the kidneys usually 
causes a rapid amelioration of the nephritis. The polychloruria indi¬ 
cates the phase of oedema resorption. Since oedema Dlavs a considerable, 
if not an exclusive, part in the production of the so-called ureemic disturb¬ 
ances it is absolutely essential to withdraw as much as possible of the 
chlorides which are being introduced into the organism. It is the 
lack of these substances that explains the classic employment of the 
milk diet in nephritic conditions. It is, however, easy to arrange a 
diet which shall contain less salt than milk alone, such as one composed 
of meat, bread, butter, and vegetables, either associated or not with 
milk; this is especially indicated when milk is not well borne, 
and is of great aid in combating the aneemia which is so constant 
in nephritis. Such a mixed diet without salt, but containing a consider¬ 
able amount of meat, is well tolerated and is extremely active in com¬ 
bating the oedema and uraemia symptoms .—Annalcs de la Policlinique 
de Paris, 1905, No. 10, p. 222. 

Potassium Iodide in Small Doses in Vasomotor Rhinitis. —C. J. Koenig 
reports a case of this affection in a young woman of twenty-one years, 
which had resisted all forms of treatment. The symptoms were par¬ 
oxysms of profuse serous discharge, nasal obstruction, frontal headache, 
conjunctival congestion, etc. He prescribed a 5 per cent, solution of 
potassium iodide, of which a coffee-spoonful was to be taken in a little 
milk after the two principal meals. From the beginning of the treat¬ 
ment the crises ceased and cure has been permanent for six months, 
only occasional snuffling and slight nasal obstruction remaining. As 
a precaution the author suggests taking the iodide three times a year 
for a month at a time .—La Semaine medicate, 1905, No. 42, p. 500. 
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The Treatment of Lobar Pneumonia. — Leopold Bayer reports rather 
remarkable results in ten cases of lobar pneumonia from the following 
prescription: quinine hydrochloride 2.5 grains, sodium salicylate 
5 grains, of which the dose is three or four powders daily. The treat¬ 
ment is harmless, and acts as well in severe cases in old persons as in 
milder types of the disease. The author has observed improvement 
in some instances after the administration of the first dose, and considers 
that this treatment sometimes shortens the disease.— Therapeutic,he 
Monatsheftr, 1905, No. 11, p. 579. 

The Treatment of Conjunctival Diphtheria. —G. Sourbii.le concludes 
a paper upon this subject with the following statements of M. Dugast: 
The antiaiphtheritic serum of Roux injected beneath the conjunctiva 
of rabbits has no marked local reaction. It does not seem to neutralize 
the local condition due to the toxin of the infection if the dose is insuffi¬ 
cient to immunize the whole body of the animal. Hypodermic injections 
of antidiphtheritie serum is the only effectual method of treating con¬ 
junctival diphtheria. Instillations and subconjunctival injections of 
antitoxin seem futile. For local treatment irritants should not be 
employed, either as irrigations or as applications. We should use either 
sterile water or mild solutions of boric acid, sodium hyposulphite, or 
potassium permanganate (1 to 3000). Friction, massage, etc., should 
not be employed to remove the false membrane. In the prevention of 
corneal complications early injection of antitoxin is most efficacious, 
and it is necessary carefully to avoid all procedures which may disturb 
the integrity of the epithelium either chemically or mechanically. If 
ulceration occurs antitoxin should be administered again and may be 
repeated daily if necessary. Careful irrigation with mild antiseptics and 
instillations of 1 to 2000 methylene blue should be given, and after the 
acuity of the attack collyria of atropine and of pilocarpine may be 
employed .—Gazette medicate de Navies, 1905, No. 40, p. 781. 

Xylol in Smallpox. —M. Joseph Belin has treated variola by the usual 
means, in addition giving 100 to 120 drops of xylol during the twenty- 
four hours. For children he prescribes from 15 to 40 drops per day, 
depending upon the age. The usual mortality of 24 per cent, was 
reduced by this treatment to 12.5 per cent. Complications were also 
reduced and the tendency to pitting, as well as the characteristic odor of 
the disease, were lessened. These results, according to the author, 
confirm the observations of others and demonstrate the superiority of 
this form of treatment. M. F. Teosier also testifies to the advantages 
of the xylol as a deodorant, and states that it tends to arrest or shorten 
the period of suppuration. He considers this to be the treatment of 
choice in variola .—Revue francaise dc Medccine ct de Chirurgie, 1905, 
No. 45, p. 1071. 

The X-rays in Leprosy. —H. B. Wilson reports the results of the treat¬ 
ment by the x-rays of fourteen patients suffering from leprosy. Of 
these three have been considered cured, seven improved, and three not 
improved. The author is inclined to believe that when a local lesion of 
leprosy is treated with the x-rays the organisms there localized are 
killed and their bodies are absorbed by the system, producing an 
immunity against the living organisms. In support of this theory he 
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cites the following facts: (1) The treatment of one leprous spot causes 
improvement in other distant lesions. (2) The cure in the distant 
spots seems to progress with, and to be just as complete as in, the lesion 
actually treated. (3) The best results seem to be obtained only when 
the treatment is pushed to the point of destroying or beginning to kill 
the tissues, which would also probably be to the point of killing the 
organisms. (4) Subjects in whom there are massive localized deposits 
improve most rapidly since here we have abundant culture on which 
to operate and produce immunity. (5) In diffuse general involvement of 
slight grade or of atrophic character in which there are but a few organ¬ 
isms the author has had but little success. (6) In two patients with 
advanced leprosy, with a large amount of new leprotic tissue, the 
improvement was marked and rapid, but was followed by loss of general 
health and rapid physical decline. The treatment was carried out 
as follows: The part presenting the greatest amount of leprotic deposit 
was selected and exposed to the rays ten minutes at a distance of seven 
to ten inches. The time and distance were varied from time to time, 
the effect being made to approach as near to burning the skin as possible 
without actually doing so. The treatment causes a slight tickling sensa¬ 
tion; after two or three exposures a blushing of the skin may or may 
not occur and a sensation of itching is noticed. Burns necessitate the 
temporary suspension of the treatment .—Journal of the American 
Medical Association, 1906, No. 5, p. 315. 


The Roentgen Rays in Glandular Tuberculosis. —J. Bergonie writes 
with some enthusiasm concerning the favorable action of the .r-raj s 
in glandular tuberculosis. He employs the following method: The 
tube is placed at a distance of 10 centimetres (about three inches) from 
the lesion; the exposure is for about five or six minutes, depending upon 
the condition of the skin; the surrounding tissues are protected by 
a shield of lead. Treatment is applied every five or eight days, depending 
upon the cutaneous reaction: properly the skin should first be rose 
color, then red, and then brown. The rays used are No. 5 or C, 
as gauged by the radiochromometer of Benoist, and the treatment 
lasts from one to three months. Most favorable results have been 
obtained; the masses of glands diminish in size, the glands become 
discrete and many disappear, others remaining are of small size but 
difficult to find and freely movable under the finger. The author 
suggests the employment of the rays in tuberculous inflammations of 
the bronchial glands .—Journal de Medecine de Bordeaux, 1905, No. 47, 
p. 825. (Personal experience does not confirm these observations. 
—R. W. W.) 


Lymphatic Leukaemia and Radiotherapy. —M. Renon has followed for 
several months a patient suffering from lymphatic leukaemia while 
undergoing a>ray treatment. He has observed that, while there was a 
noticeable amelioration of the general condition, a considerable dim¬ 
inution in the numbers of lymphocytes, a resolution of the glandular 
enlargements, and a decrease in the size of the spleen, two factors were 
present which led him to feel discouraged concerning the ultimate 
result. There were a diminution of the haemoglobin and of the red cells 
and a progressively increasing temperature. While the white cells were 
diminished from 873,000 to 31,000, the red cells fell from 1,428,000 to 
640,000. The temperature for the first three months of treatment 
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remained between 98.6° and 100.4° F., between 100.4° and 102.2° F. 
for the next six weeks while the patient seemed to be improving most, 
and from this time until his death between 102.2° and 104° F. The 
author considers that the persistence of the febrile movement and the 
diminution of the red ceils after a number of x-ray treatments were 
more important factors in prognosis than the improvement in the general 
and local conditions .—La Semaine medicate, 1905, No. 46, p. 548. 


The Roentgen Rays in Splenic Leukaemia— Anton Wassmutii reports 
a case of splenic leukaemia which was treated by the x-rays and in which 
improvement, as evidenced by a diminution of the number of leukocytes 
in the blood and of the splenic tumor, was noted for a time, but which 
during the treatment developed pernicious anaemia with typical changes 
in the red blood cells, hemorrhages, a febrile movement, and nervous 
symptoms. Death finally took place. The author considers that in 
the arrays we have a means of ameliorating the symptoms of leukaemia, 
but that the treatment docs not strike at the root of the disease. The 
case is also interesting in that it shows that a lymphatic leukaemia may 
terminate in a pernicious anaemia .—Wiener klinisch-therapeutisclie 
Wochenschrift, 1905, No. 46, p. 1151. (Evidently more favorable results 
can be obtained by the Roentgen rays in this form of leukaemia than 
by any other method hitherto at our disposal, an opinion that has been 
confirmed by personal observations, as well as by others which have 
been reported in this country.—R. W. W.) 


PEDIATRICS. 


UNDER THE CHARGE OF 

LOUIS STARR, M.D., 

OF PHILADELPHIA, 

AND 

THOMPSON S. WESTCOTT, M.D., 

OF PHILADELPHIA. 


Venesection in Scarlatinoid Uraemia.— G. Singer (Jahrbuch f. Kinder- 
heilkunde, 1905, Bd. lxii. S. 417) has observed nineteen cases of uraemia 
in the course of scarlet fever. All were treated by means of venesection; 
fifteen recovered, four died. In fourteen, nephritis preceded the attack, 
one had neither albumin nor casts; seven had a diminished amount, 
four a normal and four an increased amount of urine; twelve had oedema 
preceding the attack, the other three had no cedema at any time; seven 
had a slow, tense pulse at the time of the uraemic convulsion, the other 
eight had a small, frequent pulse, and in them bleeding gave better 
results than in the others (the only pulse which he considers a contra¬ 
indication is the filiform pulse). In nine cases the attack was preceded 
by an elevation of temperature. In eight of the cases the improvement 
was immediate, the convulsions disappearing and the consciousness reap- 



